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Meeting Agenda
• Introductions
• Intro to Virginia State Parks
• York River State Park: 

Welcome and Background 
• What is a Master Plan?
• Resources Review
• Why does DCR Plan?
• Public Input Tabletop Exercise
• Opportunities for Public Comment
• Q&A Session





York River 
State Park: 

Welcome and 
Background



What is a Master Plan?
• Comprehensive planning document for 

the development of a Virginia State 
Park over a 30 years time frame. 

• Identifies key natural, cultural, and 
physical resources to be conserved, 
protected, and interpreted. 

• Sets the park mission statement, 
interpretive themes and essential 
experiences. 

• Outlines the capital development and 
staff necessary to complete the park’s 
mission and goals.



Master Planning Vision

What does 
the park 

have?

What do 
visitors 
need?

How do 
we get 
there 

together?



Master Planning Vision

The 
Resources

The Visitor 
Experience

Capital 
Development 
and Staffing



Planning Context



Resource
Context
• Wholly within the tidal York River watershed.
• ~2955 acres in size
• ~360 acres of wetlands
• ~350 acres in 100-year                                

floodplain

• Chesapeake Bay 
National Estuarine 
Research Reserve 
@ Taskinas Creek.



Natural 
Resources

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Around 5 different forest types found throughout the park – including the Northern Coastal Plain/Piedmont Oak-Beech/Heath Forest. This ecosystem is apparently secure at the global level but vulnerable at the state level.  The high-quality stands found within York River State Park cover over 900 acres along dissected ravine-and-ridge landscapes, and this is the largest and best occurrence of this community type in Virginia and across its range. 

Around 6 types of swamps, marshes and impoundments – including the globally and state imperiled Coastal Plain Calcareous Seepage Swamp, covering over 70 acres spread across at least two dozen separate sites throughout the park. 

Chesapecten Middlesex fossils… been here for millenia





Natural 
Resources

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Green Heron – Map Turtle – Mountain Camelia 



Cultural 
Resources

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The park lies directly across from Werowocomoco, the Powhatan capital of Tsenacommacah, the densely populated territory of the Powhatan paramount chiefdom, 
Chickahominy, Chickahominy Eastern Division, Pamunkey, Rappahannock, Upper Mattaponi, and Mattaponi claim consultation rights to the land within today’s York River State Park as part of their ancestral territory.
Extensive marshes along the park’s shoreline likely provided important Late Woodland period resources, mirroring the resource-rich environment that made Werowocomoco a seat of power.
Even after Chief Powhatan left Werowocomoco in 1609, the area remained a culturally persistent and meaningful place for Native peoples, who continued to travel there due to its long-standing significance.




Photo Credits: NPS

Cultural 
Resources

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
John Smith’s 1607 capture brought the English into direct contact with the York River area. 

Tobacco’s introduction in 1612 fueled rapid English expansion and heightened conflict with the Powhatan.

Major Powhatan offensives in 1622 and 1644 led to severe English retaliation and expansion onto the York River’s south bank.

The 1646 treaty sharply restricted Powhatan sovereignty but informal interactions with English settlers along the York River persisted.

By the mid‑1600s, the York River corridor had become firmly integrated into the growing tobacco‑based colonial economy.




Photo Credits: Center – Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, 
Right – Corcoran Gallery of Art

Cultural 
Resources

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Following the 1646 peace with Powhatan leadership, the area that is now York River State Park opened to rapid English settlement and became known as “Taskenask,” centered around Taskinas Creek shown here – a lifeline and centerpiece.
By the late 17th century, major landowners established plantations across the future park, laying the groundwork for the later Taskinas Plantation complex. 
Taskinas Plantation, consolidated by the Parke family and later owned by William Byrd II and then Major William Morris, developed into a substantial agricultural estate with enslaved labor, multiple structures, and an official tobacco inspection warehouse by the 1730s. Note Byrd was a surveyor – famous at Mayo River State Park!
Throughout the 18th century, the region transitioned from a tobacco‑dominated economy to a more diversified one as tobacco prices declined, soils were depleted, and planters increasingly added wheat, corn, and livestock into their operations.
Between 1743 and 1745, Taskinas Plantation was purchased by John Blair Sr., who demolished earlier buildings and constructed a new plantation seat; the estate supplied nearby Williamsburg with grain, livestock, and firewood. 
The Revolutionary War caused major damage to the plantation, with both British and French forces plundering or disrupting operations; Blair Jr. described heavy losses of supplies, livestock, and the deaths of enslaved people who returned with wartime illnesses. He was later an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, nominated by George Washington.
Since the late 1700s the site has a long history of plantation agriculture, and enslaved labor. The unified landscape was first subdivided into four tracts in 1838, starting a long process of subdivision and rapid overturn in ownership. 
By the early 20th century, major tracts were acquired by industrial timber and pulp companies, including the West Point Veneer Company and the Chesapeake Pulp & Paper Company, which operated logging sites and shipped pulpwood from the Croaker Landing area.
Park lands were consolidated in the 1970s to create York River State Park, which opened in 1980.





Physical 
Resources

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Public facing facilities: day use area, playgrounds, picnic shelters, Taskinas Creek water access, Visitor Center, Croaker Landing boat ramp and fishing pier



Trails

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A major resource is the trails at York River State Park. The most popular is the trail down to Fossil Beach, but a wide variety of completely wooded trails or trails with views of the river (as in the center picture) or of Taskinas Creek. 





Trails Summary
• Over 40 total miles
• Combination of single-use and multi-

use trails
• Over 32 miles accessible for biking
• Over 19 miles accessible for hiking
• Over 13 miles accessible for 

equestrian 



Planning Process



Why Do We Plan?

DCR Periodically Updates Master 
Plans Because:
• York River State Park opened in 

1980, the last plan was in 2015, 
and things change: 

• Trends in the Park System
• Trends in the Outdoor Recreation 

Economy
• Trends in Community Needs



Why Does DCR Plan?
DCR Periodically Updates Master 
Plans Because:
• Visitors Know The Park: 

• User Satisfaction
• Safety 
• Convenience
• Demand for Current Offerings
• Requests for Future Offerings



Why Does DCR Plan?
DCR Periodically Updates 
Master Plans Because:
• Location, Location, Location: 

• Always learning about park 
resources (e.g., natural, cultural)

• New facilities need to be sited 
intelligently based on:

• Resource inventories

• Preferred visitor experience

• The functional interrelatedness 
and compatibility among 
amenities and resources



Planning Process



Tentative Timeline for Next Steps
• Tonight: Public Information Meeting followed by a 30-day comment period.
• Summer 2026 through Early 2027: Internal resource inventories, park visitor 

experience and needs assessment workshops, and associated meetings. 
• Early 2027: Public Comment Meeting for community review of the draft Phased 

Development Plan, followed by a 30-day comment period. 
• Spring and Summer 2027: Writing and review of the new York River State Park 

Master Plan.
• Fall 2027: Review by the Board of Conservation and Recreation, Virginia General 

Assembly, and adoption by the DCR Director.



Public Input
We want to hear from you! 

• Public comment period for 30 days (June 
18, 2026) 

• Your comments count survey 
https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/state-
parks/other/your-comments-count

• Email PlanningResources@dcr.virginia.gov with 
“York River SP Master Plan” in the subject line.

mailto:PlanningResources@dcr.virginia.gov


Public Input Tabletop Exercise
1. What audience/user group are you a part of?
 What activities do you regularly engage in? 
 Assign each participant to a user group

2. Discuss among your group:
 Identify 3 things about the park that should stay the same
 Identify 3 things that should be added/improved
 Identify any issues or challenges to the above
 Write them down; locate on the map (optional)
 Red = STOP…this is great/perfect as it is!
 Green = GO…add/improve this at the park
 Yellow = CAUTION…this is an issue/challenge we identified



Thank You for Attending!
Please submit any additional comments to 

PlanningResources@dcr.virginia.gov
by June 18, 2026

Questions? 
Please contact Josh Bateman, 

Environmental Program Planner, at the 
email noted above!

All emails and questions will be taken under 
consideration and responses provided.

Visit us on the web for project updates and 
presentation materials!

https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/recreational-
planning/yr-masterplan

mailto:PlanningResources@dcr.virginia.gov
mailto:PlanningResources@dcr.virginia.gov
https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/recreational-planning/yr-masterplan
https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/recreational-planning/yr-masterplan
https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/recreational-planning/yr-masterplan
https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/recreational-planning/yr-masterplan
https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/recreational-planning/yr-masterplan
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